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ABSTRACT

Because of social changes and advancement in medical technology, especially
application of technology in prolongation of painful life, there is a moral problem about the
decision to treat the patient with dead brain.

The purpose of this thesis is to study whether the patient with dead brain has “ Citta”
(mind) or “Prﬁs}a” (vital force) or not. If he has, how are the characteristics of mind (citta)
and vital force (prana) ? The abstract of this thesis is to guide the patient’s relatives to
decide what to do.

In chapter 1-3, the content is about human being's life. First, it is about the birth,
the life and the death which appear in the Buddhist scriptures and science textbooks.
Secondly it is about how the brain, the mind (citta) and the vital force (prana) are related
to one other. This relation can be divided into two levels, The first level which the normal
level is living, that is the daily life. The brain is used by mind and the vital force as a
tool to create the action in daily life, The second level which the high level is the-



(¥)

unity of mind (citta), consciousness (vi:'ir'f'aqa) and vital force (prana) which have the energy
to create rebirth. The three energetic powers work by themselves without brain.

In chapter 4, the content is about the meaning, the condition and the tendency to
consider and confirm that the patien’s brain is certainly dead according to the physician’s
diagnosis. In the meantime if the patient is cured by mechanical ventilator, in the Buddhism
view, it is meant that the patient is still alive, because citta or mind remains alive. This is
called the process of rebirth in the new world by mind-door way (manodvara)

In chapter 5, the ethical problems are discussed. They are the prolongation of the
patien ‘s life, the euthanasia and the killing (panatipata), In this case their are two alternatives
for the patien's relatives and the persons concerned. The first alternative is to stop the
painful patien’s life; that is to transgress the moral principle and those who are concerned
may get a sinful result. The second alternative is to continue curing the painful patient;
that is to waste time, money and some other resources

However, the Buddha's teaching presented here in this thesis is to be applied by
the relatives or those who are concemned so that they will not make any mistakes or do

sinful deeds.
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