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ABSTRACT

This thesis is aiming at studying Citagahabodee Upasaka’s roles
appearing in the Buddhist Scriptures and his detailed biography both in
the past and in the present which enables him to be possessed of the best
virtues and wisdom and to attain the Dhamma causing him to be an
Anagami. Though he was a merchant leading the household life, he was
able to spread the principles of Dhamma and cause the Buddhists to have
faith in Buddhism. At the same time, he could make the elegies of other
religions to respect the Buddhists. He was praised by the Buddha to be the
one who has the preacher’s best qualities because of his method of
teaching the Dhamma.

From the research, it is found that in his past birth, he listened to
the Dhamma from Padumuttara Buddha and could set his mind to be the
Dhamma preacher. In his present life, he first listened to the Dhamma
from Mahanama Thera and later attained Sodapannaship. He then caused
Ambatakavan Temple to be built in Makog Garden for monks coming
from all directions. Later on, he attained Anagamiship after his listening
to the Dhamma from Phra Sariputta Thera.

The outstanding Principles of Dhamma followed by him as
follows:-

1. Dana (generosity of both material gift and doctrinal gift.)

2. Sila (moral behavior)



3. Samathi (Mental concentration)

4. Panna (Wisdom)

Citagahabodee was praised to have best qualities in preaching
the Dhamma outstanding co-operation to spread Buddhism and preaching
the Dhamma to Buddhist friends as well as to the clergies of their
religions. He was a good example of the Buddhists in moral behavior, the
protector and the supporter of Buddhism in such a way that the Buddha
praised him as follows:-

“Upasaka who has faith must make the same wishes as those
made by Cittakhabodee and Hattaka Upasaka in Aaravee Town. This is
the scales for all Upasakas. My own disciples.”

Therefore, the Upasakas and the Upasikas of both at present
time and in future time should know about the roles played by
Cittagahabodee and apply them to their lives in order to make them
beneficial to each and every person, family and society; especially to the
spreading of Buddhism.
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