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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the concepts and theories of the aesthetic values in
order to study the historical background of artistical tattoos and to critically study the aesthetic
values in the art of tattoos. The data were gathered from both The Thai documents and the
studying in other languages concerning the aesthetic values or the introduction of knowledge of
tattooing.

From the study the arts of tattoos, it is found that the formal tattoos were mostly the
extra popular tattoos among the people interested in the matters, because they believed that in
order to have the highlight of its powers and potentiality in being leadership such as: miraculous
powers, efficacy, good fortune, survival, unbeatable skin, and the human untouchable by
weapons. The parts and the styles of many popular tattoos are: Yanta-tattoos, flower-tattoos, gods
or idols-tattoos, animals tattoos, and other applied-tattoos, according to the purpose of the
designed tattoos, to be shown by ourselves or according to our need in order to have some
protections from all kinds of evils and dangers and to have longevity, luck, charms, good fortune,

beauty, identity and growing up to status.
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Regarding the aesthetic values, it is found that there are three theories of aesthetic
values namely: - Subjectivism, Objectivism, and Relativism. These three theories have their rules
in the judgements of the aesthetic values of different beauty. That is to say, in the theory of
subjectivism, it is believed that the real beauty is the sense in our innate minds such as likeness,
pleasure, enjoyments, sympathy and joy. It is, sometimes, regarded as beauty, non-beauty,
satisfaction or non-satisfaction etc. In the Objectivism, it is believed that real beauties of aesthetic
values depend on aesthetic object, because those aesthetic values are of aesthetic object from
the beginning of the arising of the aesthetic object. The fact that we can know such the aesthetic
properties is because they are of full qualities such as colors, proportions, figures, forms lightness
and objective absoluteness to be called as objective aesthetics of beauties. Whereas in the
relativism, it is believed that the absolute beauty must be of “unity” of the relationship between
two things namely the knower’s mind and the aesthetic object according to the principle of the
aesthetic values which are regarded as the aesthetic values existing realistically.

Finally, from the analytical study of the aesthetic values in art tattoos, it is found that
the principles of tattoos are of two purposes: - to cause to arise the sacredness and the beauty. The
results appeared that the two types of tattooing have aesthetic values, but the weight of the
judgements of the aesthetics to tattooing of two kinds are not equal, because the magical values in
tattooing are less than the aesthetic values. The three groups of the Aesthetics pointed out the
reasons as follows: The magical values of tattooing had little values to inner mind or was not in
the rules of aesthetic values, so, it is different from the beautiful values of tattooing which gives

more mental and matterail aesthetic values the details of which have already been discussed.
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English Language, (New York: Random House, 1966), p. 1456.
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°% Richie Donald, The Japanese tattoo, pp. 29-36.
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